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At Sycamore Elementary 

School, the staff, students, 

parents and community 

ensure a safe, inviting envi-

ronment and provide for 

the physical, social, emo-

tional and academic growth 

for each individual, resulting 

in a responsible, productive 

citizen. 

Kindergarten 

Schedule 

Lunch 11:00ñ11:30 

Recess 11:30-11:45 

 

1st Grade  

Lunch 11:00-11:30 

Recess 11:30-11:45 

 

2nd Grade  

Lunch 11:30-12:00 

Recess 12:00-12:15 

 

3rd Grade  

Lunch 12:00-12:30 

Recess 12:30-12:45 

 

4th Grade  

Lunch 12:30-1:00 

Recess 1:00-1:15 

Sprinkles...  

To some degree, I apologize to the parents of our K-2 students as this newsletter entry is 

primarily targeted toward parents of third and fourth grade students.  However, our K-2 

students traditionally grow up to be third and fourth grade students, so this information 

may be of interest to everyone.  ƽ 

 

In the December newsletter, I reminded parents that our third and fourth grade students 

will be participating in two sessions of ISTEP+ testing. The first round of testing starts 

on March 5th, and the second round starts on April 30th. In support of your childôs 

ISTEP testing, I would recommend that you go to the Indiana Department of Education 

website. The website has changed a bit since December, so you will need to follow this path: 

 

www.doe.in.gov 

Click on Support for Students 

Click on Assessments 

Scroll down to and click on ISTEP+3-8 

Scroll down to Item Samplers 

Click on English/Language Arts 3-5 and Mathematics 3-5 

 

New to Indiana third graders this year is an additional test called IREAD -3.  IREAD-3 is different from 

ISTEP+ in that it only measures foundational reading skills as opposed to ISTEP+ which measures overall 

language arts skills.  IREAD-3 is in response to Indiana Public Law 109, which requires the evaluation of 

reading skills for students who are in third grade.  The legislation was created to ensure that all students can 

read proficiently at the end of grade three.  Any third grade student, who does not pass IREAD-3 in March 

or was absent and did not take IREAD-3 in March, will need to be retested/tested in June.  If the student 

does not pass IREAD-3 in June, that student will be required to receive a third grade reading curriculum 

during the 2012-13 school year and retake IREAD-3 and the third grade ISTEP+ test in the spring of 

2013.      

 

Obviously, we have been tracking studentsô reading levels and foundational reading skills throughout the 

school year, and we are working hard to ensure that all students are reading at or above their grade level.  If 

your third grade child is currently reading below grade level and at-risk of not passing the IREAD-3 assess-

ment, your childôs teacher will schedule a meeting with you to discuss the work we are currently doing to 

move your child closer to grade level reading performance.  I encourage all parents of third grade students 

to read the information regarding IREAD-3 on the Indiana Department of Education website.  I also suggest 

that parents review the IREAD sample questions with their child.  The following path is similar to that of 

ISTEP+: 

 

www.doe.in.gov 

Click on Support for Students  

Click on Assessments 

Scroll to and click on IREAD  

Scroll to and click on IREAD Blueprint or IREAD Sampler 

 

Happy February!  

 

Michael J. Springer 

Principal 

http://www.doe.in.gov
http://www.doe.in.gov
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Mark Your Calendar!  

 
¶ January 27  Kid Townð6:00ð8:00 p.m. 
¶ February 2  Book Bingoð6:00ð7:30 p.m. 
¶ February 3  Read-A-Thon Begins 
¶ February 8  PTO Meetingð6:30 p.m.    
¶ February 9  1-Hour DelayðProfessional Developmentð  
                                  Classes begin at 10:00 a.m. 
¶ February 10 PTO Movie Night @ Cedarð6:00 

¶ February 16 MAP Field Trip to BizTown 

¶ February 17 Progress Reports 

¶ February 19 Read-A-Thon Ends  

¶ February 20 Presidents DayðNO SCHOOL 


