
   

Sycamore Elementary  

A V O N  C O M M U N I T Y  

S C H O O L  C O R P O R A T I O N 

Sycamore News 
August 27, 2010  www.avon-schools.org 

Michael Springer,  

Principal  

 

7878 E CR 100 North 

Avon, IN  46123 

(317)544-6600 P 

(317)544-6601 F 

 

At Sycamore Elementary 

School, the staff, students, 

parents and community 

ensure a safe, inviting envi-

ronment and provide for 

the physical, social, emo-

tional and academic growth 

for each individual, resulting 

in a responsible, productive 

citizen. 

Kindergarten 

Schedule 

Lunch 10:45-11:10 

Recess 11:10-11:25 

 

1st Grade  

Lunch 11:15-11:45 

Recess 11:45-12:00 

 

2nd Grade  

Lunch 11:15-11:45 

Recess 11:45-12:00 

 

3rd Grade  

Lunch 11:50-12:20 

Recess 12:20-12:35 

 

4th Grade  

Lunch 11:50-12:20 

Recess 12:20-12:35 

Sprinkles...  

Welcome Sycamore families to a new school year.  For each of my seven-

teen years in education, I have started parent newsletters by stating my 

excitement for the new school year.  In fact, for most years, I usually say 

that I am more excited than I have ever been about the new school 

year.  That being said, I can honestly say that I have never felt more ex-

cited about the potential that exists in a new school year than I feel this 

year.  We truly have some great opportunities for your children, and we 

feel better equipped to meet each childôs unique needs than ever.  With our 

reduced enrollment due to redistricting, we are able to establish two wireless computer labs and 

two discovery science labs.  The discovery science labs may not be ready until October; however, 

the wireless labs will be ready for classes on September 7th.  In addition to grade level projects, 

one of the main functions of the wireless labs will be to provide activities for math intervention 

and enrichment activities.  Each lab contains sixteen lap tops, two desktops, and one interactive 

whiteboard.  With these new resources and the new math curricular materials, we believe this will 

be an impactful year in terms of more students performing on grade level in math as well as help-

ing more students reach their targeted growth goals.  

 

One of the assessments that we will use to measure studentsô growth goals in math and other areas 

is NWEA.  For those of you who are unfamiliar with NWEA, it stands for Northwest Evaluation 

Association.  There are three separate NWEA tests: Reading, Language Usage and Math.  The 

tests are approximately fifty questions long and they are administered completely online.  The 

tests are adaptive in that questions adjust to the studentsô knowledge/ability level throughout the 

test.  At the end of each testing session, your child is given a RIT score,  which indicates their 

level of performance for that subject area.  From this score, teachers plan their instruction and 

support to help students meet their individual target growth goals.  NWEA is taken again in the 

spring.  Sycamoreôs goal is for all of our students to be performing on grade level and for at least 

70% of our students to meet their targeted growth goals.  Our NWEA testing window starts on 

Tuesday, August 31st. 

 

I have really enjoyed getting to know some new families and students this year.  I will be working 

hard to get to know each of your children personally.  If I do not know your childôs name by par-

ent-teacher conferences, I will owe you a cup of coffee and your child a healthy snack. J

(Principals need extra motivation sometimes, too.) 

 

Thank you for entrusting us with this great responsibility of solidifying your childôs educational 

foundations.  We take this responsibility very seriously, and we hope this is the best school ex-

perience that you and your child have had thus far.  Letôs have a fantastic school year! 

 

Michael J. Springer 

Principal 
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Mark your Calendar! 

 

Aug 31 & Sept 1ð

Hearing Screenings 

 

Aug 31ðNWEA 

testing begins.  

Grades 2-4 

 

Sept 6ðLabor Day, 

No School 

 

Sept 13ðPTO 

Meetingð6:30 p.m. 

 

Sept 17ðMid-

Terms 

 

Sept 29ðStaff De-

velopmentðNo 

School 

 

 

New Sycamore Staff  

Welcome back to the following:  
Miss Miller ñFull Day Kindergarten Assistant for Mrs. Swafford  

Mrs. McClelland ñFull Day Kindergarten Assistant for Mrs. Sell  

Mrs. Mock ñRemediation Assistant  

Mrs. Russellñnew role as Media Assistant for Sycamore, Pine Tree & Hickory  

Mrs. Woodruff ñIntervention Assistant for 2nd Grade  

Book rental fees are due to the office by September 15, 2010. 

 
Kindergartenð$73.00 

1st Gradeð$120.00 

2nd Gradeð$108.00 

3rd Gradeð$92.00 

4th Gradeð$93.00 

MAPð$88.00 

 
Make checks payable to Sycamore Elementary or we accept Visa and 

Mastercard.  Payments can also be made through e-funds (go to 

www.avon-schools.org for information on the e-funds option). 

Mr. Stowersð4th Grade Miss Child ð3rd Grade 

Intervention Assistant 

Miss McAdams ð1st Grade 

Intervention Assistant 

Miss Blose ð4th Grade 

Intervention Assistant 

Mrs. Stone ðCashier Miss Sutherinð 

Kindergarten 

Mrs. Wrightð 
Kindergarten Assistant 
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Sycamore is for-

tunate to have 

generous commu-

nity members who 

have donated 

backpacks and 

school supplies for 

students in need.  

Please contact 

Mrs. Altman, our 

school counselor, 

for these supply 

needs. 

Welcome to the first installment of the 2010 -2011 Counselor Corner!  I am 

Sarah Altman, your Sycamore school counselor, and I will be writing to you each month 

to tell you about the monthõs character education activities.  Our year-long theme is 

related to the book, òFill A Bucketó by Carol McCloud and Katherine Martin.  This na-

tionally -known book centers on the idea of òfilling othersõ buckets,ó or doing nice things 

for other people.  All students will have the book read to them during their August guid-

ance lesson, and our monthly convocations will highlight the importance of òfilling buck-

ets.ó  Students will have the opportunity to earn tickets for being caught doing these 

behaviors, and at each convocation and on the news, tickets will be drawn for prizes.  

 

 As your school counselor, I provide a variety of services to both you and your 

children.  If you have any concerns regarding your childõs emotional, social, or behavioral 

health, please donõt hesitate to call me.  I am interesting in providing your child with a 

safe place to talk about, through conversations, drawing, and games, their struggles or 

triumphs.  Students visit my office by themselves through self -referral, teacher rec-

ommendation, or parent referral.  Also, students can join lunch groups with me, which 

start in September.  This yearõs groups will be related to social skills, study skills, and 

family changes.  If you are interested in your child attending a group, please contact me 

at sealtman@avon-schools.org, or check out the òSchool Counseloró web page on the 

Sycamore page with the permission forms.  Please contact me for information regarding 

any of these items or if you have any other concerns for your child.   

 

 Throughout the year, I visit each classroom to do guidance lessons related to 

social and emotional skills.  Following the Indiana Guidance Standards, I create lessons 

that will encourage the kids to gain knowledge about themselves and others.  A link to 

the Standards is also on the òSchool Counseloró web page.  I strive to meet all the kidsõ 

needs, and these lessons are a great way to not only get to know each child by name but 

to also teach them life - long skills.   

Counselorõs Corner with Mrs. Altman 

PTO NEWS  
The 3rd Annual Sycamore Ice Cream Social was a tremendous success and a fabulous way 

to kick -off the new school year!  A very special thank you goes out to Gordon Food Service.  

They generously donated enough product to scoop out more than 425 bowls of ice cream 

and then cover it with all those fabulous toppings.   

 

PTO is in the midst of planning another great year of activities and events to make this 

year better than ever.  We are still in need of some committee chairpersons and are always 

in need of volunteers to execute these events and ensure their highest level of success.  If 

you are interested in chairing a committee, volunteering in any capacity or simply have any 

additional questions, please feel free to contact David Levstek at dglevstek@sbcglobal.net.  

Our first meeting of the year is Monday, September 13th at 6:30 p.m. in the Sycamore 

Café.  All teachers and parents are welcome!  

mailto:sealtman@avon-schools.org
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Be on the lookout for a letter from 

the nurseõs office if your child is 

missing immunizations! 

Just a few remindersé. 

 

If your child is going home on a different bus or has other transportation  

plans on any given day, you need to send a note in with your child in order 

for us to generate the appropriate pass.  Please be sure that your note is on a 

half sheet of paper or larger and includes the childôs first and last names, 

teacherôs name, date and transportation plans.  Sticky notes or pages smaller 

than a half sheet can get lost before they make it to the office!   

 

Also, please remember to notify the office prior to 9:30 a.m. if your child is 

ill or may be in late.  This will save you from receiving a phone call from us 

to confirm your childôs absence.  All absences are confirmed daily!  Donôt 

forget that we also need doctor notes when your child leaves early or arrives 

late due to a medical appointment. 

 

Thank you. 

REMINDER 

News from the Art Room  
Mrs. Partlow would like 3rd and 4th grade students to pur-

chase their own set of watercolor paints to keep in the art 

room.  Please purchase Prang or Crayola.  These paint sets 

can be found at Wal-Mart, Target, Office Depot, Michaelôs, 

Jo-Ann Etc as well as other retail locations.  If a student has a 

set from last year, that set may be brought to school.  Please 

label the set before bringing to school. 
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MUSIC NOTES  

Greetings Sycamore family!  I have the honor and privilege of working with 

your child in music.  So many exciting activities are already happening in our 

music classes.  Hope that you will visit our website (www.avon-schools.org) 

which contains goals, composer links and other music links which are not only 

educational, but fun too. 

 

Students in grades first through fourth participate in music class once a week where we will 

sing, dance, compose, or play instruments.  You may be asking, ñWhat will my child learn in 

music this year?ò  Our goal at Sycamore is to educate the whole child.  The arts will provide 

support and assist students in every academic area.  Students will gain valuable knowledge in 

music, while having fun, and getting enjoyment from performing, creating and composing. 

 

Events to look forward to: 

November 11 - Students will prepare a song, or two, to sing to our special guests, the U.S. Vet-

erans. 

November 18 - Fourth grade students will present a musical for their parents at 6:30 and 

7:30pm.  More information concerning this performance will be distributed at a later date. 

December 19 ð A school wide celebration for students and staff held the last 1/2 hour before 

winter break!  Each grade level will present a song, plus some extraordinary performances by 

staff members! 

March 16 - Second grade students will present a musical for their parents at 6:30 and 7:30pm.  

More information will be forth coming. 

June 2 ï Selected fourth grade students earning a ñhighò belt in recorder karate, will perform at 

our school awards ceremony. 

 

On Fridays, students will be treated to an ñAll grade special lessonò in the gym.  This is a won-

derful opportunity when all students from one grade level come to the gym and receive instruc-

tion from Mrs. Partlow (Art), Ms. Fox (P.E.), or myself on a rotating basis.  During this time, I 

typically do large group activities, such as composing and performing jingles, folk dancing, 

drama with story telling, rehearsals for staged productions and music composer studies. 

 

With the enormous impact that music has on every aspect of our lives, it only makes sense to 

have an awesome music program for our children! In fact, Avon Indiana was listed in the top 

100 schools in the nation for best music education programs by the American Music Confer-

ence!  I canôt wait to see what the future holds for our children here at Avon!  Your children are 

full of talent, eagerness, and potential!  I look forward to working and getting to know your 

child.  If you ever have any concerns, or questions please contact me at Sycamore 544-6600. 

 

Maribeth Williams 

 

Visit the parent re-

source area, in the 

Sycamore office, for 

the following flyers: 

 

Upward Basketball 

 

Cub/Boy Scouts 

 

Avon Swim Team 

 

AHS Cheer Clinic 

 

Please check this area 

regularly as new pro-

grams are added 

weekly.  You may also 

visit www.avon-

schools.org and click 

on the ñflyersò tab at 

the top of the page. 

http://www.avon.k12.in.us
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Avon Parent Partnership Committee  
 
The Avon Parent Partnership Committee is currently seeking new members for the following 
schools: Cedar, Hickory, Maple, Pine Tree, Sycamore, River Birch, White Oak,  and AMS 

North. 

  
APPC - The Avon Parent Partnership Committee gives a voice to parents about academics in 

the Avon Community School system and provides communication for the parents with the 
school administration.  Each school has two members who serve on the committee for a two 

year term.  The meetings are held on the 1st Monday evening of the month from October to 

May (no meetings are held in January and April) and begin at 6:30 pm and end at 8:00 pm 
sharp.  If you are interested in serving on the  APPC, you may find applications at the front 

office of each school or on the school website under the parent tab on the main page of the 
Avon Community School Corporation (www.avon-schools.org).  Completed applications must 

be returned to the front office of your child's school to the attention of Sophie Lazaro by Fri-
day, September 17th.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Sophie, 

APPC Chairperson, at 273-8385.  Thank you. 

All School Picture  

http://www.avon-schools.org/

